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IktC/ G - G. bzel Pearcy % P

reguest for Assistance on Boundary Inventory Frograa

The Office of the Geographer has undertaken on the recommendation
of the Bureau of the Budget a project entailing research, asserbly, and
maintenance of all the world's boundaries of international significance.
For convenience, the overall project is referred %o as a Boundary inventory
program or project. The end result should offer many advantages in
geographic and cartographic documentation, not the least of which would
be to assure consistency of boundary representation on official raps of
the U.S5. Government.

You have been sent a file setting forth the highlights of %this program,
but in brief the Office of the Geographer envisions a file for each boundary

unit consisting of the following:

(1) Length and status of boundary

5,

(2, Brief geographical description of boundary

(3) Complete treaty documentation (in brief tabular form) giving
date, authority, and r<ference to boundary. All bouncary
changes are taken into account--in detail after 1914,

(L) Cartographic documentation in large, medium, and small scales
by reference to best available maps in ashington.

(5; analysis of the significant problem(s; associabed with each
boundary unit, including cartographic iilastrations where
essential for clarification.,

The Cffice of the Geographer has been able in the last year to rake
considerable progress on Farts 1, 2 and 3, completing most of .urorne and
morth America and substantial parts of africa and South America. a4sia
reiains virtually untouched. The Army iap Service agreed to supoly the
necessary infomation for Fart 4 and this part of the program is moving
along smoothly.

rart 5, however, has not been started for any of the boundary units.
This unfortunate situation results primarily from the small size ol the
staff of the Uffice of tihe Geographer. iwutine Departmental problens
leave a dearth of time for a heavy, long-range | gronr,m demanding specializead
investigation. As a consegueice the corpletion of the project is not yet
in sight. Such important areas as Dastern iurope, the iiddle iast,
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South Asia, and the Far kast are being delayed., In contrast questions and

problems continue to pour in relative to the boundaries of these areas,

The Bureau of the Budget while cognizant of the problems of the limited staff
still desires to see an irplementation of its original Budget Circular and

hoped to initiate some action on July 1, 1959.

In order to expedite the project under discussion, the Uffice of the
Geographer requests the cooperation of CIA in working out Fart 5 for those
boundary uni‘s within or touching upon the Sino-Soviet Bloc. Specifically,

they are:

I. International Boundaries:

Albania-{reece
Albania-Yugoslavia

Bulgaria~-Greece
Sulgaria-guania
Bulgaria~Turkey
Bulgaria-Yugoslaovia

iania-hungary
aumania-Soviet linion
dumania~Yugoslavia

tungary-Czechoslovakia
dungary-Soviet Union
iungary-Yugoslavia

Szecioslovalde-Germany

1 L. > J
vzechoslovaitia-Foland
Czechoslovaiia-Soviet Union

roland=Gernany
foland-Soviet Union

Soviet Unlon-Afghanistan
Soviet Union-Ching
Soviet Union-i#istonia
Soviet Union-Finland
Soviet Union-Irarn
Soviet Union-latvia
Soviebt Union-Iithuania
Soviet Union-ion;olia
Soviet Union-Horway
Soviet Union-Turkey
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longolia-China
China~Blmtan
China~Burma
China~long rong
China-India
China~korea
China-laos
nina-lacao
China-ilepal
Chine~Sikkim
China-Vietnam

IT. Speclal Lines:

iast Gernuany-dest Germany
sashmir-Paidstan
hashoir-India

Yoshiir-China

China~Tibeb

Uortn lorea-South Lorea
tortn Vietnam=South Vietnam
orth Vietnan=Laos
Japen-sSoviet Unlon

T+ is hojed that staffs in your various regional offices coa uorx
with us on bhese boundaries. 7ie will furnish bhe units with rarts lek
viorked out and ask tnat the hand of your experis suocply all or sections
of Part 5.

Cne of the prime bases for tnis request is the common recuirecent
that CIa and the Department of State-—along with other agencles-~have
for tinely boundary data which have U.S. Government aprroval. In
addition, your organization uncoubtedly has much source material irom
which Lo help finalize these boundary studies.
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